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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 13 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 
13 recites the limitation "the resistive element" in first line of the claim, and claim 14 
recites the limitation "the resistive element" in last two lines of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For the purpose of applying 
prior art to theses claims this limitation is being interpreted as "a resistive element" 
instead of "the resistive element." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Engel 
et al. (US 3,911,322). which was supplied in the applicant's information disclosure 
statement. 

Consider claims 1, 8 and 12, Engel et al. teaches a method of protecting 
electrical equipment against transient surges in which the electrical equipment is 
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connected to a protector device 14 (figure 6; abstract; column 2, line 47 - column 
4, line 21 or figure 1; column 1, lines 5-16; column 2, lines 24-30), comprising: 

a. a spark gap 18 presenting intrinsic capacity to break follow current 

b. an improvement member 16 for improving the follow cun-ent breaking 
power, which member co-operates with the spark gap, in such a manner that the 
device presents resultant follow current breaking capacity that is significantly 
greater than said Intrinsic capacity, 

the method being characterized in that for equipment presenting an 
assumed short-circuit current that exceeds said intrinsic breaking capacity of the 
spark gap, the improvement member comprises limiter means 16 for limiting the 
magnitude of the electrical cun-ent passing through the spark gap, said limiter 
means being specifically designed and connected relative to the spark gap to 
limit the magnitude of the follow current in such a manner that said follow current 
can be interrupted by the intrinsic follow current breaking capacity of the spark 
gap alone (figure 6; abstract;. column 2, line 47 - column 4, line 21 or figure 1; 
column 1 , lines 5-16; column 2, lines 24-30). 

Consider claims 2 and 9, Engel et al. teaches that the improvement 
member 16 comprises a resistive element connected in series with the spark gap 
18 (figure 6; column 2, line 47 - column 3, line 31 or figure 1 ). 

Consider claim 3, Engel et al. teaches that the resistive element 16 
presents substantially no self-induction (figure 6; column 2, line 47 - column 3, 
line 31 or figure 1 ). . 
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Consider claims 4, 10 and 13, Engel et al. teaches ttiat the resistive 
element 16 is formed by an electrical resistor (figure 6; column 2, line 47 - 
column 3, line 31 or figure 1). 

Consider claims 5, 11 and 14, Engel et al. teaches that the spark gap is 
connected to the equipment by electrical connection means (contact terminal) 22, 
said connection means forming the resistive element (a contact terminal Is a 
resistive element because it has a resistance) (figure 6; column 2, line 47 - 
column 3, line 31 or figure 1 ). 

Consider claim 6, Engel et al. teaches that the improvement member 16 
is constituted exclusively by the resistive element 16 (figure 6; column 2, line 47 
- column 3, line 31 or figure 1 ). 

Consider claim 7, Engel et al. teaches that the device constitutes a 
lightning arrester 14 (figure 6; column 1, lines 45-63; column 6, lines 22-31 or 
figure 1). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kawiecid (US 3,448,337) and IMiske (US 3,538,388) both teach 
a protector device for protecting electrical equipment against transient surges, that 
comprises a spark gap and an improvement member. Palmer (US 3,735,259), which 
was supplied in the applicant's information disclosure statement, teaches a connection 
means that forms a resistive element. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas leva whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1270. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (7:30am - 5pm), and F (7:30am 
- 4pm), EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on 571-272-2084. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Infonmation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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